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Directors Note
“We are always the same age inside”
 - Gertrude Stein

There is no safer place to explore the beauty and ugliness of the human condition than 
the quiet darkness of a theatre. For the next 90 minutes, I welcome you to the soccer 
field to meet the Wolves - a team of girls who are experiencing the difficult transition of 
childhood into adulthood, and seeking solace in their shared love of soccer. 

In interviews, playwright Sarah DeLappe shared that she wanted to write “a portrait of 
teenage girls as human beings - as complicated, nuanced, very idiosyncratic people 
who weren’t just girlfriends or sex objects or manic pixie dream girls…”

That is precisely what made me fall in love with this stunning play. These characters are 
not perfect. They are not the pure, virginal ideal of what a “young lady” should be. They 
are also not caricatured villains who only speak in innuendo and catty remarks. They’re 
funny. They’re flawed. They’re fully realized. As the story unfolds, you’ll see them hurt 
each other, and themselves, in their messy attempts to understand why it is so damn 
painful to be a girl - or a woman - in our world. 

What I hope you will do, most of all, at this show, is listen. To be a teenage girl is to 
never get the chance to speak your mind without judgment, condescension, dismissal, 
or violence. In such a treacherous time to be a woman in America, I implore you to defy 
the norm, and listen to the voices of those who have never been taken seriously. Let go 
of your preconceived notions of what teenage girls have to say, and you might be quite 
surprised at how transformative it is to listen. 

For many of us working on the project, this is a first. The first time we’ve heard so many 
fully fleshed-out female voices. The first time we haven’t had to fight for the one 
female role with any real depth. The first time we’ve been able to share the most 
painful parts of our teenage girlhoods with a cast who understood without even 
uttering a word. I am infinitely thankful that this cast was willing to dive in headfirst to 
this text, and I am honored to share their stories and vulnerability with all of you. Without 
the brave and brilliant work of the cast and Sara, Mookey, Kathy, Declan, Nic, Dana, 
Chris, and Kathy (G!), this simply would not have been possible. All I can say is thank you.

we are the wolves,
we are ALL the wolves.

 Olivia Semsel,
 Director of The Wolves
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Special Thanks

To Scott Sager and the SUNY Oneonta Theatre 
Department for our beautiful turf, and to Kelsey Hall for 

helping make that connection in the first place!

To Chris Lupia for making sure that our turf was safe for 
all our rowdy soccer playing.

To Dana Comfort for her awesome Wolves mural and 
for welcoming the cast in as active participants to help 

complete our set!

To Kathy Gilbert, for her wig and hair expertise that 
made a hair conundrum easy and painless.

To Erica and Zach Moser, for their awesome creative 
work on the promotional photoshoot and images. 

To Amelia Beamish, for the beautiful photos of 
our production.

And finally, to Nic MacLane, for always listening when I 
rambled about this show aimlessly, for making sure I ate 
dinner after rehearsals, and for being the best person to 

come home to every night. 
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Biographies
Sofia Benderski (#14)  is 
thrilled to make her CNY 
Playhouse debut with this 
incredible play that’s been 
on a dream performance 
list of hers for several years 
now! She’s performed in 

countless productions both in her community 
and regionally for the past sixteen years. 
After making her professional performing 
debut at age twelve, she’s been aspiring 
towards & pursuing a career in performing 
since. She thanks you for supporting live 
theatre and sincerely hopes that you enjoy 
the show. Many thanks to everyone who’s 
worked on this production, Sofia truly couldn’t 
have asked for a better “team” to work with!

Maddie Deshaies (#7) is 
thrilled to be back on the 
CNYP stage in The Wolves! 
You may have seen her most 
recently on the BTG stage in  
Kinky Boots (Nikola). CNYP 
credits: The Addams Family 

(Wednesday Addams) which earned her a 
SALT nom. in 2019, The Producers (Ensemble), 
Mamma Mia! (Ensemble). She’s excited to 
step out of her musical character shoes 
and put on some indoor soccer cleats in 
her first CNYP play! She’d like to thank 
her family and her husband Ryan for their 
overwhelming love & support. She couldn’t 
do this without them. LETS GO WOLVES!

Emily Harrington (#2) is so 
excited to be a part of the 
cast of The Wolves! She was 
last seen in the ensembles 
of We Want More, Spacebar,
 and The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood. Mostly she can be 

found backstage moving set pieces such as 
the soccer turf or at the box office scanning 
tickets. She is delighted to be a part of this 
stellar cast! A huge shoutout to Olivia, Sara, 
Kathy, Mookey, Declan and Nic for all your 
hard work! Enjoy The Wolves! AWHOO!

Rose Hays (#00) is a CNY-based 
actor and recent graduate from 
SUNY at Fredonia’s BA Theatre 
Arts program. She’s previously 
joined CNYP in The Book of Will 
(Alice Heminges) and You Can’t 
Take it With You (Rheba). While 

the most experience she has playing soccer 
is from a summer camp in 3rd grade, she’s actually 
really good at throwing her friends around in 
unarmed stage combat— and she misses it. 
When not doing theatre, you can find her 
procrastinating on whatever she should be 
doing by reading! Wesite: www.rosehays.com

Michele Lindor (#13) is thrilled 
to return to CNYP after last 
being seen originating the role 
of “Grace Anders” alongside 
our wonderful director in the 
World Premiere of We Want 
More in November 2022. 

Offstage, Michele is a dog behaviorist 
who takes care of her two ‘kids’ Gracie 
and Grizzly, and can also be found as your 
local resident bartender. Some of Michele’s 
favorite roles consist of, but aren’t limited 
to, The Mystery of Edwin Drood (Helena 
Landless), Jesus Christ Superstar (Caiaphas), 
Into the Woods (The Witch), Oliver (Nancy), 
Disenchanted (Pocahontas), A New Brain 
(Lisa) - SALT Award Nom., Puffs (Sally Perks), 
Hair (Dionne), Avenue Q (Kate Monster), 
and First Date (Casey). She would like to 
thank Liv and staff for the love, opportuni-
ty, and general support and her Papa for 
being a bonafide dog babysitter during 
long work to rehearsal days. #YAYSPORTS 

Phoenix Merritt (#25) is so 
excited to be a part of this 
incredible show, with this 
amazing cast and crew. This 
is Phoenix’s second show 
with CNY Playhouse, after 
Spacebar. She would like to 

thank Brett, her friends, and her family for 
their ongoing support through the years. 
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Jesse Pardee (#11) is excited 
to take to the field at CNY 
Playhouse!  Recent credits 
include Sister Act (Sister Mary 
Martin of Tours) and Dirty 
Rotten Scoundrels (Ensemble) 
with The Redhouse; & Fugitive 

Songs (Annie) with Thanasis Theater Company. 
Jesse was nominated for a SALT Award for 
her 2010 performance as Mayella Ewell in To 
Kill a Mockingbird. BA from Point Park Uni-
versity, Theater with English Minor.  Thanks, 
Mom, Dad, Matt, Olivia, and the broth-
ers.  Find me at jesseontheinternet.com

Mariah Robbins (#46) is 
thrilled to make her debut 
performance with CNYP! She 
has previously performed in 
Radium Girls at CNY Arts 
Center and Scrooge Meets 
Shakespeare’s Ghosts with 

Syracuse Shakespeare in the Park. Prior to 
moving onto the stage, she played horn in pit 
orchestras for shows including A Little Night 
Music & Titanic. Mariah would like to thank her 
friends and family for their support and the entire 
Wolves team for welcoming her into the pack.  

Jennie Russo (Soccer Mom) 
is thrilled to be back on 
stage with CNY Playhouse
playing Soccer Mom. Most 
recently with CNYP, she was 
seen in Spacebar (Zdenka 
Kropacova). Before that was 

Shakespeare in Love (Nurse). Favorite credits 
include The Mousetrap (Mollie Ralston), and 
Of Mice and Men (Curley’s Wife). She has 
been working with the Acme Mystery Co. for 
twenty years playing dozens of characters 
in hundreds of shows to thousands of people. 
She is often working on film sets across NY 
and PA. She played the lead role, Sadie, in “She 
Kills”, Shelly in “Fang”, and Conquest in “The 
Horrific Evil Monsters” to name a few. Her 
training includes The Lee Strasberg Theatre 
Institute and Stonestreet Film and TV 

Studio through NYU’s Tisch School of the 
Arts. She wants to thank her husband, Drew, 
for always being so supportive through 
all her film and theatre endeavors. 

Dianna “Gracie” Whaley 
(#8) is ecstatic to make her
CNY Playhouse debut. The 
beautiful, funny, amazing 
Gracie is not only talented, 
but incredibly humble. Some 
previous credits: Romeo and 

Juliet (Juliet), 12 Angry Jurors (Juror 4), and 
Peter and the Starcatcher (Fighting Prawn). 
She would like to thank herself (and 
perhaps her friends and family as well).
Kathy Burke Egloff (Co-Producer) is happy 
to be working again behind the scenes on 
this powerful work. Besides producing several 
plays for CNY Playhouse, Kathy has also 
appeared onstage at BTG, Covey Theatre 
Company, Rarely Done Productions, The 
Redhouse, & Theatre First Productions. She 
is retired from teaching elementary school 
band, and is principal flute in the Onondaga 
Civic Symphony. Many thanks to Olivia and 
CNY Playhouse for taking on this project. 
None of this is possible without the support of 
family, friends and community. GO WOLVES!
Sara Harrington (Stage Manager) is 
excited to manage the strong, funny, moving, 
sometimes silly cast and production team 
of The Wolves. Sara has most recently been 
involved with We Want More (Stage Manager), 
Clue (Run Crew) and Spacebar (Ensemble/
Run Crew). It has been a delight watching 
this production come to life. Much love 
to friends and family for their support.

Biographies



Chris Lupia (Set Designer) is glad to help 
out with another CNY Playhouse show. 
He’s produced several shows, including You 
Can’t Take It With You & Les Dangerous 
Liaisons. Performing credits: The Addams 
Family (Gomez), Rock of Ages (Dennis 
Dupree), The Producers (Roger DeBris) 
Boeing Boeing (Robert), to name a few. 
He’s directed Clue, Nevermore, 1984 at CNYP. 
Chris graduated from LeMoyne in 2015, and 
has won 3 SALT awards for Best Set Design 
of a Musical (Rock of Ages, American Idiot, 
The Producers), and 1 SALT award for Best Set 
Design of  a Play (Arsenic and Old Lace). He’d  like 
to thank his beautiful wife for beign his rock 
and for always supporting his theatre habit.
Nic MacLane (Sound Designer) is thrilled 
to work on this production! He has recently 
been seen onstage in You Can’t Take It 
With You (Henderson), A Chorus Line (Marc 
Anthony), and The Mystery of Edwin Drood 
(Bazzard); as well as in the pit bands of 
We Want More and Jesus Christ Superstar. 
He would like to thank his friends, family, 
and Olivia for their love and support. 
Olivia Semsel (Director) is delighted to 
make her CNY Playhouse directorial debut 
with The Wolves. She’s previously  directed 
First Date & Sweeney Todd (Asst.), both with 
Stage Left. She’s been onstage in several 
CNY Playhouse productions, including You 
Can’t Take It With You (Alice Sycamore), 
The Mystery of Edwin Drood (Edwin Drood), 
and The Matchmaker (Minnie Fay). She’d 
like to thank Nic for his unwavering love and 
support; Sara for her patience and insight; 
Mookey and Kathy for their guidance and 
positivity; and the cast, for making her 
dream show a reality in the most beautiful, 
hilarious, heart-wrenching way possible. 
Declan Rapp (Lighting Designer) is 
absolutely ecstatic to be joining the CNY 
Playhouse production team for The Wolves. 
Declan has broad experience working in 
theater, with skills ranging from musical 
theater performance to theatrical design 
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Biographies
and management. Recently, his work 
was seen in Breadcrumbs Productions’ 
performance of the new work Come Like 
Shadows (Producer/Light Designer) and 
Le Moyne College’s productions of God-
spell (Light Design), I Hate Hamlet (Scenic 
Design), The Squirrels (Stage Manage-
ment/Sound Design), and The (One-Act) 
Play That Goes Wrong (Light Design). 
Past directorial and performance credits 
include Dancing to the Rhythm of a Hid-
den Flame (Writer/Director/Designer), 
Hand to God (Director), 9 to 5 (Dick/En-
semble), and Bare: A Pop Opera (Priest). 
Declan currently works as a freelance 
theater artist in Syracuse, New York, and 
you can see examples of his previous 
work on Instagram @declanrappdesign.
Mookey Van Orden (Co-Producer) is a 
director, producer, writer, educator and 
activist in the Syracuse area. She is so 
excited to be producing The Wolves! Earlier 
this year Mookey was stage manager for 
a production of Fly at the Community Folk 
Arts Center. She also directed The Lion King 
Jr. with Thanasis Theatre and Jesus Christ 
Superstar with CNYP within the last year. 
During the day Mookey works for Promise 
Zone as an engagement specialist and social 
emotional learning coach for the Lyncourt 
School district. Mookey recently established 
a new children’s theatre company - 
BraVa Children’s Theatre. Stay tuned!
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The CNY Playhouse 2023 Season



Next Onstage...

After the death of his father, meek Jason finds an 
outlet for his anxiety at the Christian Puppet Ministry, 
in the devoutly religious, relatively quiet small town of 
Cypress, Texas. Jason’s complicated relationships with 

the town pastor, the school bully, the girl next door, 
and—most especially—his mother are thrown into 
upheaval when Jason’s puppet, Tyrone, takes on a 

shocking and dangerously irreverent personality all its 
own. Hand to God explores the startlingly fragile 
nature of faith, morality, and the ties that bind us.

MAY 26 – JUNE 3, 2023

The Wolves


